If I have a lung disease, am I at more risk during an emergency or disaster?
If you have lung disease, there is a good chance that you will be at increased risk during an emergency or disaster. This risk will vary depending on the type of lung disease you have. Your increased risk can be from a loss of access to: health care, medication refills, electrical power, and/or an oxygen supply. Local officials try to plan to provide special services for everyone that is at increased risk. These individuals are described as having "special needs" or a "vulnerable" population. You may be included in this group if you are elderly, have a chronic disease like lung disease, or do not speak English. Your local officials may or may not have prepared for your specialized care and needs, depending on where you live. Therefore, your planning for an emergency is important.
How can local authorities help me to prepare for an emergency?
A relationship with local authorities and public health providers is helpful in making sure you get the care you need during an emergency. The local authorities include your public health office, the local emergency provider office (such as an emergency agency or fire department), and your hospital. Contact these individuals before an emergency and find out the following: ■ Is there a local or regional plan for oxygen should your local provider be unable to deliver oxygen? 
Further Resources
American Red Cross http://www.redcross.org/ portal/site/en/menuitem. d8aaecf214c576bf971e4cf e43181aa0/?vgnextoid=72 c51a53f1c37110VgnVCM10 00003481a10aRCRD FEMA http://www.fdemmediacenter.org/PDF/ Family_Disaster_Plan.pdf
